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Operation

L994, letter concerning the

Unfortunately, there has been a great deal of misunderstanding
surrounding this nining operation almost from the very beginning.
As follows are some of the events and dates pertaining to our
ML 45960 lease of state school trust lands.

Mr. Francis Nielson first applied for a building stone and
linestone lease on the subject property in Mdy, 1993. The
application vras approved by the division on May 25. (It is our
understanding that Mr. Nielson was acting as agent for Jerry
Holliday Construction. ) In June, a cultural resources survey sras
conrnissioned by Mr. Holliday for a small section of the property.
The division was notified on June 28 that the mining operation was
underway. In JuIy, w€ learned that no Division of OiI, Gas and
Mining (DOGM) report had been filed. Later that same month, Mr.
Holliday did file the proper report with DOGM. In August, the
cultural survey report found no impact upon cultural resources and
cleared the site for the proposed use. our division faired to
request a reclamation bond until December, but that bond is now in
place.
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We do not believe Mr. Holliday began work without a lease. An
application was cornpleted and approved before work commenced.
However, there v/ere several oversights on our part and that of
others. Those deficiencies have been resolved, and the operation
is in cornpliance as of this date.

As to the appropriateness of the operation in that particular area,
state school trust lands are held in trust for the benefit of the
common schools in Utah. The division is nandated to "optirnize and
naximize trust lands uses for support of the beneficiaries". t{hile
we try to be sensitive to other considerations, activities
authorized under present rule and policy and that produce revenues
receive priority.

It is obvious from your letter that you have a deep love and
appreciation of the land and are of fended by the rnanagernent
policies employed by the division. Nevertheless, the policies do
exist; and our agency is charged to follow then until and unless
they are changed.

While you may be suspicious of ny sincerity, I invite you to
contact our office with any of your concerns, now or in the future.
I will try to nitigate environmental problems to what ever degree
possible, especially when known prior to commitment to development.

Sincerely,

/Drd.-!-
SCOTT HIRSCHI
DIRECTOR

sH/ rb
cc: Ted Stewart, Executive Directorjim Carter, Division Director, DOGM

Ho_pand Shepherd, DocM Sr. Reclamation Specialist
.46yne Hedberg, DOGM

Bob Turri, BLM, San Juan Resource Area
San Juan County Commission
Jan Parmenter, Trust Land Manager


